 They were cold and hungry when I found them, The doe didn't want them and pushed them away. It is possible to convince the doe they are her kids, but it is time consuming and not always successful.  I will talk about that another time.  In this instance,   I would have bottle fed one kid anyway so I have decided to bottle feed both the doe kids and "keep the peace".   I may go on to show the doe this season, so the extra body condition she will keep on when feeding only one kid will be a good thing. She was selected as show standard by two South African judges so is worth a try.

The next yearling  doe to kid had two "jumping out of their skins" doe kids weighing 4kgs and 3.5kgs and the doe is a great mother.    It was very cold here yesterday so I brought her into the shed to kid, but I had to be very careful not to disturb her too much as she is quite a nervous doe.     

 Does seem to be able to delay the birth if there is too much activity and specially if there are dogs or strangers present.   It is not a good idea to invite everyone to watch the kidding as this can delay things so much it is detrimental to the doe and the kids.   Even strange voices are enough to disturb the kidding process.    The does need peace and a non-threatening environment to get the birthing done efficiently.    Of course some goats are human friendly and don’t really care who is around, and sometimes are comforted by their human’s presence.      Quite often you will see a doe’s mother attending the birth and this seems to encourage the process.    Be warned though, does that are about to kid, are inclined to “kidnap” other does newborn kids (that’s where the word originates” so you may need to intervene after the kids are born.
